
THE LAST 8 YEARS
MY STORY IN RACING



2013 – THE START



2013 MID-OHIO

I visited the first xfinity (then Nationwide) series race at 

Mid-Ohio, but me being me, couldn’t just go to a race – I 

found a used pit crew uniform on ebay, and $50 later, 

looked official!



2013 MID-OHIO

At least 10 groups of people thought I was somebody, so 

I’m taking selfies, shaking hands, just having fun playing the 

part, before wandering my way to the Trans-Am 

autograph session…



2013 MID-OHIO

Met the drivers, some of whom seemed “impressed” that 

one of the NASCAR crew guys came by, but next thing I 

know, the last driver (Rob Bodle, #16 Mustang) asked if I was 

on Facebook.  I said yes, and a few days after the race, he 

shared pictures I took with those particular drivers.  I 

thought that was cool, and that’d be as far as it would go…



2014 – CREW MEMBER



2014

So… later in the 2013 I got a message from Rob, asking what 

I thought about working for a race team when they were 

back in the Midwest in 2014.  I made sure to state that I had 

zero experience, but I was told “we’re a small team, and if 

you don’t mind coming out, we don’t mind having you.”  

Next thing I know, I’m a volunteer race crew member!  

(Pictured: entire team)



2014

I found myself headed to Canadian Tire Motorsports 

Park, Road America, and Mid-Ohio, and had a blast.  It 

didn’t take long for the young, happy-go-lucky guy 

grabbing tires, lugging fuel, and whatever odds and ends 

were needed to garner a little attention.



2014

I thought Mid Ohio would be my last race, but it was 

mentioned to me that “the races you’re not at, everybody 

asks about you.”  Which floored me –Why in the world 

would anyone pay attention to the guy who doesn’t really do 

anything on such a small team?   The question I had almost 

all that year – why is everyone so nice to me? I figured out 

what I needed to do to get to the series finale at Daytona 



2015 – ‘16 – TRANS-AM VOLUNTEER



2015

By the time 2015 rolled around, sadly money issues took 

the #16 off the grid.  And Facebook messenger pinged 

again, this time from a friendly Trans-Am official.  I didn’t 

have a team to work with but came out to Lime Rock 

anyway.  For the weekend I became a volunteer official



2015 - 2016

I volunteered at Lime Rock, Mid-Ohio and Daytona in 

2015, then in 2016 was on board for Sebring, Belle Isle 

Road America, Mid-Ohio and Daytona.



2015 - 2016

Belle Isle was especially important to me.  I had been in 

some kind of attendance for every iteration of the 

Detroit Grand Prix since 1996, and to be there in an 

official capacity was something I’ll always cherish



2017 – ‘19 – TRANS-AM OFFICIAL



2017 - 2019

2017 brought with it another pleasant surprise – usually staff 

members that can make it to every race, the powers that be 

decided to upgrade me from volunteer to part of the paid 

staff!  Actual checks came with added responsibilities on pit 

road and other race weekend duties.  Also added 

Indianapolis to the typical Midwest swing.



2017 - 2019

Sadly, after the Detroit round in 2019, Trans-Am decided 

to part ways with me.  At a certain point, willingness and 

attitude just doesn’t make up for experience and ability, 

and when budgets come into play I had finally lost.  But 

boy, was it a ride!



2017 - 2019

Honestly, I came to learn over the time that the cars and 

racing attracted me to the scene, but it’s the people I got 

to meet and relationships I’ve been fortunate enough to 

forge that I will take away and be most grateful for.  The 

places I’ve been, the stories I’ll tell…



2021 SURPRISE DETROIT GPVOLUNTEER



BELLE ISLE 2021

After whatever you want to call 2020, June 2021 meant the 

return of the Chevrolet Detroit Belle Isle Grand Prix. I 

grabbed a ticket to Free Prix Friday with every intention to 

just take it all in, and enjoy my first day at the track in two 

years.  I met with a few of the volunteers I worked with in 

the past as a TA official, helped with a  task or two… 



BELLE ISLE 2021

And by the end of the day, I’m racing to get to credentials 

before they closed for the day at 3:30 PM.  The rest of 

the weekend was so surreal, bringing me right back to a 

space where I’m loving everything I’m doing, getting to do 

more than I feel I deserve, and everyone’s thanking me 

for doing it?



BELLE ISLE 2021

Parts of the weekend I was standing on the frontstretch

assisting with the Indycar Prerace, other parts of the day 

at Winner’s Circle doing probably the job best suited to 

me – security detail, literally being in people’s way.  



BELLE ISLE 2021

And the entire time, the team being as sweet and 

encouraging as can be.  Quite the experience that I’m 

already looking forward to repeating next year.



2017 – NASCAR RACING EXPERIENCE

A Side Story



NASCAR RACING 
EXPERIENCE

Thanks to Groupon, I’m no stranger to racing programs 

like the NASCAR Racing Experience/Mario Andretti 

Racing Experience.  While my previous drives were with 

the Rusty Wallace Racing Experience, Extreme 

Experience, and Fastrak, I’m all about driving something I 

probably shouldn’t at a deep discount.



NASCAR RACING 
EXPERIENCE

Late in 2016, I stumbled upon an ad from the NASCAR 

Racing Experience and their work-to-drive program.  

Normally the public can see what it feels to get behind the 

wheel of a real stock car or indycar for a few laps around 

tracks around the country, but through this program, if you 

worked for them for the weekend, you got to drive one of 

the cars at the end of it all.  I applied for the MIS weekend 

but never expected to get picked…



NASCAR RACING 
EXPERIENCE

But the phone did ring.  They weren’t going to take 

everyone though, so interviews were in order.  I didn’t 

know mine would be so short.  “So James, what’s your 

experience in race events?”  Well, I’m an official with 

SCCA Pro Racing’s Trans-Am Series.  (Silence)

Can you come out to MIS in May?



NASCAR RACING 
EXPERIENCE

I and a couple others spent the weekend getting excited 

and/or nervous people into the cars, buckling them in, 

and giving bits of humor and affirmations before they 

came back and I’d get them out.  If I recall correctly, a 

certain podcast host was there too, with an unenviable 

task of her own…



NASCAR RACING 
EXPERIENCE

The weekend schedule put people behind the wheel of 

the stock cars for the first half of the day, then indycars

for the second.  We didn’t know it, but in the midst of 

switching from stock to indy, the work-to-drive workers 

got to get in and drive instead of the very end of the day 

as we were lead to believe.  The four of us got in the 

indycars!



NASCAR RACING 
EXPERIENCE

What a rush – Averaged over 150 miles an hour in an 

open-wheel machine around Michigan International 

Speedway!  Probably the hardest part was calming back 

down enough to finish the day as we still hours of indycar

drivers to assist.  Even got called back again a couple 

months later: https://youtu.be/yEcICEwKE2c



THE CHRISTMAS SUITS



THE CHRISTMAS SUITS

Like many other companies, the place I work has a yearly 

ugly Christmas sweater contest, but again, me being me, I 

couldn’t just grab a sweater, I found an ugly Chistmas suit 

jacket a few years back.  A crowd favorite for sure, but 

one constant question was ‘no matching pants?’



THE CHRISTMAS SUITS

Well, my friends at shinesty.com fixed all that.  I ordered 

the Peppermint Pimp Christmas suit for the 2020 

holidays.  I think I got a little attention.  Just sayin’



THE CHRISTMAS SUITS

Well, my friends at shinesty.com fixed all that.  I ordered 

the Peppermint Pimp Christmas suit for the 2020 

holidays.  I think I got a little attention.  Just sayin’



THE END ☺


